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EBONI
HARRINGTON

The  Teache r ' s  Tea  Room  Educa to r

o f  t he  Month !  To  l e a rn  more  abou t

Ebon i  p lease  check  ou t  he r  webs i t e

soma thabou t i t . o rg .

M E E T  

The year 2020 has been full of challenges, turning the

world upside down and changing how we teach and learn.

Local educator Eboni Harrington went viral and inspired

not only her community of teachers, students, and

educators but those beyond. The Teacher's Tea Room came

across Eboni, and we knew she had to be our featured

educator for November. We got to chat with Eboni a little,

and here is what she had to say!

Teaching gives me a purpose. I have been teaching for 6

years. Through teaching my students, I feel that my purpose

is being fulfilled. I am an educator in an urban school district

where 100% of my students receive free lunch. I push myself

daily to be a vessel in their personal and professional

progression. I am a mentor and advocate for black youth. I

have a passion for seeing young black leaders excel. The

pandemic has shifted my creativity. I have had to dig deep to

reach myself, and it all started with a rap song about virtual

teaching. 

Every year I do a back to school rap, but I had to take it up a

notch this year. I wrote the rap in about 2 weeks, then

recorded it at a friends studio, and created the music video at

my school.
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 WAP is a very interesting song, to say the

least. I am a cheerleading coach for one of

the two high schools in our area (William

Fleming High School), and most of my

cheerleaders know some, if not all, of the

words to the original song.

My idea was to take that energy and pour it

into something academic that would get my

students motivated for learning virtually.

The process of writing the song was both

fun and challenging. I was super excited to

commit to changing the words to one of

today's most popular songs. I got feedback

from my family almost every day and even

asked the cheerleaders and coaching staff

their thoughts. I knew if the cheerleaders

were feeling it, then the community would

be just as excited, if not more. It's safe to

say the song was a HIT.

 I received over 20,000 views on my

personal FB, 10,000 plus views on YouTube,

and over 300,000 views on our school's FB

page. Like any successful project, this came

with some backlash, but my students

LOVED it. My students could quote my

lyrics, and I even had a student assign his

online profile picture as a clip from the

video—this song caused excitement. 

My students have been eager to answer

questions and seek real results in class. It

was a great start to our school year. I have a

real passion for teaching. I am glad I'm able

to teach under such conditions. I definitely

have my days where I question myself, but I

always remind myself of my WHY. I am the

oldest of 8 and have always found myself

teaching my siblings something. If I could do

anything in life, it would be to help people

succeed and excel in their most passionate

areas. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRZ91K9W3_A&t=18s
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This would not be possible without

education.  I 've seen what education has

done for me and others,  and i t 's  my turn

to enlighten my students '  minds and help

them understand the power they possess

through knowledge and education.  

Check out the video by cl icking on the

YouTube l ink below. 

Eboni Harr i ng t o n
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IF I COULD DO ANYTHING IN
LIFE, IT WOULD BE TO  HELP

PEOPLE SUCCEED AND EXCEL IN
THEIR MOST PASSIONATE AREAS. 

-- EBONI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRZ91K9W3_A&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRZ91K9W3_A&t=22s


The Teacher's Tea Room got to chat with a long time

educator, homeschooling coach, and parent, Hillary

Einboden, to learn a little more about her and the quick tips

she recommends for homeschooling parents. Hillary is our

homeschooling parent of the month for November.

I am originally from Canada and started my teaching career in

England at a school that was established almost 1,000 years

ago! I moved to the U.S. in 2006 and became a consultant and

coach, training K-12 teachers in research-based reading and

writing instructional strategies. 

After becoming a mom in 2011, I started to think about the

teaching and learning process in a completely new way. I

realized the power of stepping back and letting my kids follow

their talents and passions and how building a rich home

learning culture allowed them to truly thrive.

HILLARY
EINBODEN

Homeschoo l i ng  Coach  and  pa ren t  who

o f f e r s  a  va r i e t y  o f  r e sou rces  t o  t he

homeschoo l i ng  commun i t y .  To  l e a rn  more

v i s i t  www.home lea rn ingcoach . com .

M E E E T  
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HOMESCHOOLING COACH

https://www.instagram.com/homelearningcoach/
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Now I coach homeschooling parents who are new

to this role and in need of support. I love helping

moms and dads see how well equipped they truly

are to teach their kids at home and how home

learning can be creative and exciting for the whole

family.

My advice to parents who are new to

homeschooling is to reflect on the way they learn

best. Are they artistic, active, or auditory learners?

Do they need to write things down, take things

slow, and follow instructions? We all learn so

differently, and it is vital for homeschool parents to

reflect on their personal learning style when

undertaking homeschooling for the first time. This

is because we tend to enjoy teaching the way we

learn best! And when we are enjoying the process,

our kids will feel our enthusiasm and be so much

more interested in the learning at hand. 

Many parents purchase extensive curriculum

materials only to realize that they dislike teaching

from it. And if we find something tedious, our kids

will too! The beauty of homeschooling is that we

have so much choice about what we teach and how

we teach it - the difference between a happy home

learning experience and a daily struggle with kids

who see learning at home as a chore. 

Homeschooling can be so overwhelming. So when

parents begin this journey, I recommend focusing

on 3 simple steps to enhance home learning: 

1. Have fun every day with your kids. 

2. Remember that you were your child’s best

first teacher and have so much more to guide

them through!

3. Teach things that you truly enjoy so that you

look forward to each day of homeschooling and

model your own love of learning.

 Homeschooling parents all know this truth: some

days are really tough. But tomorrow could be a total

turnaround and your best home learning day so far.

Every morning is a chance to completely restart -

and to let the day take us in new and surprising

directions!
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Hillary Einboden



Don't Forget
About Self-Care



Bingo
SELF-CARE



MY TOP

TOOL OF THE
MONTH

CREATE A CLASSROOM COMMUNITY FROM A

DISTANCE USING CLASSDOJO. 

https://youtu.be/7Kt3KXyvDCo


Student
Section 

Jordan Davis



STUDENT EDITION

       ello everyone! This is the first

point of view you will get from a

student in the Teacher’s Tea Room. I

am so excited to be working with

Adrienne and all of you! I want to

jump right into this month’s topic,

and it, I believe, is the most talked-

about issue in schools all across the

country. Learning in a classroom

versus learning on a computer

screen.

 There’s no doubt that school has

been impacted by COVID-19

whether you are students, teachers,

administration teams, school boards.

All of these people are making hard-

hitting changes in schedules,

assignments, personal lives, etc.

Some of these being for the better,

some for the worse. 

The most significant change, I

believe, would be flipping from

working in the classroom to working

at home. Some students struggle to

keep the motivation to keep up on

their work on their own. Some

struggle to contact teachers for help.

Others don’t bother touching their

work. I was able to interview a few

people about this, all of which

wished to stay anonymous.

 

       y name is Jordan Davis. I am a senior this year . I

have high interests in leadership, music, animals, stage

management, and helping others when I can. 

M

MEET
JORDAN

LEAD EDITOR
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A NEW WAY
OF LEARNING

        hen this student was asked, “What

differences, good and bad, have you faced

when it comes to working from home

versus working at school?” I received the

response, “I’ve had more trouble with

technical difficulties like internet, power,

background noise, etc., but I have had an

increased study time, which is a positive.”

.
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THE GOOD & THE BAD
THE STUDENT PERSPECTIVE

THE  T EACHER ' S  T EA  ROOM

When this student was asked, “How has

COVID-19 affected you both as a student

and a person.,”I received this response, “I

am thankful for the option to do virtual

school because I feel uncomfortable being

around many people during the outbreak.

But school was extremely difficult to come

back to and it’s almost like my school

brain has been on vacation and refuses to

put the work back in. 

Online Learning  

vs

Traditional Instruction 



This parent was asked, “What factors have you faced as

a parent since your child has been back to school?” I

received this response, “My son has regressed socially

and is less responsible. Being an only child, it has been

particularly difficult at home. He was growing and

getting in a routine before the shutdown, and now

we’re back to the basics of learning time management

and following through with responsibilities. Screen

time is off the charts because of virtual school and the

fact that he is home often alone while we are at work-

even when my husband works from home, he cannot

monitor him all day. It’s a huge frustration.”

All in all, the school will be a tough challenge for all in

the coming months, maybe even years. Thank you so

much for reading. 

Until next month, 

Jordan Davis
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Thank you all for a wonderful

year and for all of your

support. We will see you next

year! 

Adrienne D. Young

The Teacher's Tea Room 
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